
FINALS DAY REPORT – 18 JULY 2021 

  
Newark Northern B.C. once again hosted the some of the best bowlers in the County today 
as players from across the county converged upon the idyllic setting for the Bowls 
Nottinghamshire County Finals Day. Players and spectators alike basked in glorious sunshine 
and sweltering temperatures. The heat was briefly punctuated by a welcome flutter of a 
breeze across the rinks and the odd cotton wool ball of cloud in the sky. However, the sun 
worshippers were in full control as they picked their spot around the green and settled in for 
a day of entertaining bowls.  
 
Unfortunately, the pandemic still held a cursory touch over proceedings with some finals 
being postponed due to self-isolation protocols being adhered to. However, this didn't 
dampen the spirits of all those who played.  
 
Three of the finals were acting not only as County Championships, but also as qualifiers for 
the Men’s National Championships at Royal Leamington Spa later next month. 
 
The Junior Singles was played in the morning with the experienced Junior bowler Thomas 
Towle in action taking on Newark Northern’s up and coming hot shot Ollie Sloan. Sloan has 
really been making a name for himself and has made his Middleton Cup debut this season for 
the Men's Senior County side. The game started with Sloan settling into the game quickly and 
went into a 6-2 lead. This appeared to spur the more experienced Towle into action as he won 
7 of the next 9 ends to take a commanding 17-8 advantage to put him within 1 score of 
becoming Champion. Undeterred by his predicament, Sloan show great character and fought 
back winning the next 5 consecutive ends to draw within one shot of his opponent at 17-16. 
Unfortunately, it wasn't to be for the ex-Arnold Park player as current Park player Towle 
scored consecutive doubles to take the County Junior Singles Championship with a score of 
21 shots to 17. Towle now represents Bowls Nottinghamshire at the National Junior Singles 
Championship at Bowls England HQ in Leamington next month. 
 
Following the Junior Singles, the Men's Junior Pairs was played under the adjusted playing 
format of 3 bowl pairs over 18 ends. Arnold Park, who were represented by newly crowned 
Junior Singles Champion Towle and his partner Matt Harbuz were taking on Newark 
Northern/Polly pair, Ollie Sloan and Morgan Jones with Sloan looking to avenge his earlier 
defeat to Towle. The Newark/Polly pair made the better start racing to a 4-1 lead after 4 ends. 
The middle ends were very nip and tuck with Newark/Polly continuing to hold the advantage 
making it a score of 12-9 after 15 ends. However, 3 singles from the Arnold duo meant the 
game was tied at 12-12 after the regulation 18 ends. An extra end was required and the 
Newark/Polly pair held their nerve to become Nottinghamshire Junior Pairs Champions with 
a single on the extra end to win a tight affair 13 shots to 12. Sloan and Jones will now go on 
to represent Bowls Nottinghamshire at the National Championships next month. 
 
The final game to be played that had ramifications for the National Championships was the 
Men's County Triples with Langwith Junction being represented by Andy Chambers, Mark 
Egginton and Aaron Lockhart who were up against Newark Northern trio Elliot Guthrie, David 
Scott and Jack Emmerson. All six players represent Nottinghamshire at County Level and hold 



over 400 county appearances between them. The Junction triple settled well early and held 
an 8 shot to 2 advantage after 5 ends. The next 6 ends were shared with the Newark side 
unable to make any successful inroads to the lead and trailed 13 shots to 7 after 11 ends. The 
Newark men then increased their intensity scoring a nice double and a well-made count of 5 
to score 7 shots in 2 consecutive ends to take a slim advantage of 14 shots to 13 after 13 ends. 
The Langwith triple were struggling but ultimately managed to find a double of their own to 
regain the lead 15-14 after 14 ends. The Junction lads didn't look back after this and won the 
remaining 4 ends to retain the title they won in 2019 with a final score of 21 shots to 14. 
Chambers, Egginton and Lockhart will now represent Bowls Nottinghamshire in the Bowls 
England National Triples Championship next month. 
 
All Bowls Nottinghamshire representatives at the National Championships will go with the full 
support of everyone associated with Bowls Nottinghamshire to try and bring a National Title 
back to Robin Hood Country - good luck all! 
 
There were a number of County Finals played today too. This morning, Flowserve BC who 
were represented by Joy McKeigue, Andy Lowe and Pete Baumber took on Keith Malin, Carole 
Smith and David Ashbridge of Wollaton BC in the County Mixed Triples final. The contingent 
from Flowserve looked to be in control from the start and went into a 9-3 lead after 7 ends. 
The Flowserve stranglehold of the game continued as they turned up the heat to take a 20 
shot to 5 advantage after 14 ends. A single and a double on consecutive ends did not provide 
Wollaton with the necessary fight back they required and they conceded the game to 
Flowserve after 16 ends with the score standing at 20 shots to 8.  
 
The Men's Senior Fours was contested between East Leake, represented by Howard Else, Paul 
Williamson, Len Hale and Irvine Powdrill and Cavaliers who were represented by the 
experienced quad of Keith Burton, Russ Chamberlain, Russ Pearce and Mike Owen. Cavaliers 
made their experience pay in the first 2 ends by racing into a 5-0 lead. East Leake then reeled 
off the next 7 consecutive ends to take a 13-5 advantage. The teams traded the next 2 ends 
with East Leake holding a 15-8 advantage after 11 ends. The Cavaliers contingent were not 
going to give up on their opportunity easily though as they picked up a huge score of 6 on the 
12th end to bring them within 1 shot with just 3 ends remaining. However, having been 
relatively comfortable until that point, the East Leake men held their nerve winning the final 
3 ends to take the Senior Men's County Fours Title by a score of 19 shots to 14. 
 
The Over 55 Mixed Pairs was a fight between Wollaton and Retford. The Wollaton pair, Carole 
Smith and David Ashbridge were two thirds of the side that had just come off defeat in the 
mixed triples final. They took on Sandra Mills and Trevor Lewis aiming to enter the winners 
enclosure which looked a like a daunting task as they struggled to shake off their previous 
final defeat in the opening ends. The Retford pair raced to a 4-0 lead after 3 ends and a 2nd 
defeat in 2 games looked on the cards for the Wollaton pair. Not to be beaten for a 2nd time 
in the day, Smith and Ashbridge found an inner strength winning 10 of the next 14 ends to 
win their County Title by a score of 21 shots to 9. 
 
The next game of the day to be played today was the Men's Over 55 County Singles final 
between Russ Pearce of Cavaliers and AJ Rana of Rolls Royce. The game was a tense and tight 
affair that swung backwards and forwards over the course of the 24 ends of play. Rana moved 



to a 6-1 lead only for Pearce to reel off 4 doubles and 2 singles in the next 8 ends to take an 
11-8 lead. Although the final was nip and tuck from that point on, Pearce was never behind 
again moving to an 18-11 lead. Rana managed a late rally to make sure Pearce knew he still 
had a game to play by taking the 21st with a 3 and the 22nd end with a 2 to make the score 
18-16 in the Cavalier player's favour. Unfortunately that was Rana's Waterloo and he was 
defeated by Pearce in the next ends taking a double and a single to become Champion with a 
21-16 victory.  
 
The last remaining final to play was the Under 25 Over 55 pairs where Arnold Park duo Thomas 
Towle and Lou Kirton took on the Polly pairing of Morgan Jones and Steve Woodward. Jones 
of Polly was looking for his 2nd win of the day having been half of the pair that took home the 
County Junior Pairs Title this morning. Towle was also looking for his 2nd win of an action 
packed 3 game finals day appearance for the young Arnold Park player. After 6 ends, the Polly 
pair were in full control having taken a 9 shots to 1 lead. A rally by the Arnold Park side saw 
them cut the deficit to 4 shots trailing 8 shots to 12 after 14 ends. Both sides traded triples 
over the next 2 ends leaving the scores stood at 15-11 to Polly with 2 ends to play. A decisive 
double to the Polly players on the 17th end was enough for them to take the win and become 
County Under 25/Over 55 Champions.  
 
There are certain people, without who, events like this couldn't take place. The first person 
to be recognised must be the Bowls Nottinghamshire Men's Competition Secretary, Lee 
Garrett. The competitions are always well-run and have had growing numbers for consecutive 
years with Mr Garrett at the helm. That is testament to the hours he devotes to ensuring the 
draws are made, publicised and results gathered in to be displayed on the website. There is 
also the organisation of semifinals and finals day which do take a lot of preparation and 
planning when players have qualified in multiple events. Thank you for everything you have 
done again this season Lee, your contribution to Bowls Nottinghamshire should be thanked 
and celebrated by all competitors. 
 
Thank you also must go to the Committee and members of Newark Northern Bowls Club who 
provide their excellent facilities and team of volunteers to ensure everyone is catered for. 
Similarly to East Leake BC who hosted to semi finals day, without your hosting capabilities, 
players wouldn't be able to showcase their talent on the biggest stage Bowls Nottinghamshire 
has to offer. Thank you once again for everything you have provided. 
 
To all the competitors who have taken part this season, thank you for your continued support. 
Please refer to the Bowls Nottinghamshire website for details of all the winners and runners-
up from today and for updates of the remaining County Finals that are to be played. 
 

Interested spectator     

 


